Hemolytic anemia in a cancer patient treated with recombinant interferon-gamma.
Currently, three classes of interferon are used in the treatment of malignancies. Interferon-gamma is the best studied. Bone marrow suppression as well as immune hemolytic anemia have been described. Heretofore, only bone marrow suppression has been attributed to interferon-gamma (IFN gamma). In this report, we describe a woman with lung cancer being treated with IFN gamma in whom acute hemolytic anemia occurred. Immune hemolysis did not appear to be the cause. We concluded that in addition to bone marrow suppression, hemolysis should be considered in a patient receiving IFN gamma in whom an unexplained drop in hematocrit occurs.